Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia after implantation of a heparin-bonded polytetrafluoroethylene lower extremity bypass graft: A case report and plan for management.
The proprietary heparin-bonded expanded polytetrafluoroethylene graft appears to be an attractive option for lower extremity revascularization in patients with compromised runoff and no autogenous vein. There is no detectable elution of heparin from the graft surface, but antithrombotic activity has been detected in devices implanted for >2 years. Although 15,000 Propaten (W. L. Gore and Associates, Flagstaff, Ariz) grafts have been implanted, to our knowledge, this is the first report of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia developing from this heparin-bonded graft. The heparin-induced thrombocytopenia responded promptly to graft explantation. A management plan is suggested for patients being considered for this graft.